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Feedback Form

Introduction

As outlined in the public consultation document which can be downloaded from the
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government website.
https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/marine-strategy/public-consultation-marine-
strategy-framework-directive-200856ec

Article 17 of the Directive requires that the elements of the marine strategy are reviewed
every 6 years. Article 19 of the Directive requires that consultation with the public and
interested parties is undertaken at various stages in the implementation cycle. This
important consultation process is part of the first step in the second implementation cycle of
the Directive.

The elements of the Directive which are now being consulted on in Ireland are:

. Assessment of the Marine Environment (Article 8)
. Determination of Good Environmental Status (Article 9)
. Establishing Environmental Targets (Article 10)

As this second cycle of the Directive’s implementation in Ireland advances there will be
separate opportunities for public consultation on the Monitoring Programmes (Article 11) and
the Programmes of Measures (Article 13), to fulfil the requirements of the Directive and its
amending Directive (2017/845) and Decision (2017/848).

Please outline your views on the various elements of the Directive into the
appropriate section of this form below. In addition, please provide separate feedback
sheets for each descriptor as appropriate.


https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/marine-strategy/public-consultation-marine-strategy-framework-directive-200856ec
https://www.housing.gov.ie/water/water-quality/marine-strategy/public-consultation-marine-strategy-framework-directive-200856ec

Environmental Status

Please provide comments and feedback on the Environmental Status of the
marine environment for the Descriptors in the Public Consultation
Document.




Good Environmental Status

Please provide comments and feedback on the characteristics of Good
Environmental Status for the Descriptors in the Public Consultation
Document.




Environmental Targets

Please provide comments and feedback on the proposed Environmental
Targets and associated Threshold Values (as appropriate) for the criteria
included in the Public Consultation Document.

The Irish Wind Energy Association (IWEA) is the representative body for the Irish
wind industry, working to promote wind energy as an essential, economical and
environmentally friendly part of the country’s low-carbon energy future. We
welcome the opportunity to comment on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
and specifically Descriptor 11 Introduction of Energy including Underwater Noise.
IWEA recognises that underwater noise has the potential to harm marine life if not
appropriately managed. Key sources of underwater noise from the offshore wind
sector that represent greatest risk comprise that from the detonation of unexploded
ordnance (UXO) and the percussive piling of foundations for wind turbine
generators (WTG) and associated substation infrastructure during the construction
phase of offshore wind farm development.

It is IWEA's position that, whilst there is an expectation for and commitment to
responsible and sustainable development, the application of mitigation that can
have significant economic consequence should only be applied when there is a
clear regulatory trigger.

The UK industry view that pressure from stakeholders on the use of at source
noise mitigation is often not aligned with the regulatory process. The approach
taken instead appears to be a drive towards reducing all noise to a minimum at
source — in isolation of consideration of the environmental consequences of the
noise (i.e. is the requirement for mitigation being triggered by a regulatory
requirement) or the mitigation required (e.g. what is the outcome for the target
species from application of the mitigation).

IWEA have concerns that the Irish offshore wind industry will face similar pressure
and that the regulatory system does not have full clarity on the following matters:

- what the actual effects are on marine mammal and various fish species receptors
from underwater noise (the ecological consequences, at both an individual and
population level);

Cont below




Additional Comments

Please outline any additional comments and feedback relevant to this stage
of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive.

cont from above.

- which effects we should actually be concerned about from a regulatory
perspective; and

- how different mitigation solutions may influence each effect (benefits, unintended
consequences, effectiveness etc).

Therefore, projects may be forced into applying mitigation at significant cost /
programme risk when it a) may not be ecologically merited, b) may not have a
clearly regulatory need and c) may have unintended consequences that may be
more ecologically concerning (for example, by applying some forms of noise
mitigation to reduce PTS risk it may serve to increase the duration of disturbance).
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Improvement in the scientific understanding of underwater noise and its
interaction on marine mammals and species of fish, which should focus on the
following key themes:

 The point at which the impulsive dual thresholds no longer apply when
undertaking noise modelling for piling and UXO detonation;

» Consequence of behavioural, Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and PTS effects
at an individual and population level and

* The relative contribution of pile driving and vessel activity to disturbance effects.

In order for these actions to be meaningful they will need to be scoped out in
consultation with relevant Government advisory bodies, and undertaken by
recognised industry experts, and outputs reviewed by a steering panel comprising
experts from industry and Government. Efforts should be made to seek
opportunities to commence such studies as soon as practically possible so that
the outputs can feed into Regulatory Guidance (see below).

2. Regulatory guidance of underwater noise is required. This should provide:

* A clear framework for assessing and regulating noise in the marine environment;
and

« Clarity on the point at which (from an ecological and legislative context)
developers would need to have to consider any form of technical mitigation (this
should be mindful of any unintended consequence).
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RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Improvement in the scientific understanding of underwater noise and its interaction on marine mammals and species of fish, which should focus on the following key themes: 
• The point at which the impulsive dual thresholds no longer apply when undertaking noise modelling for piling and UXO detonation;
• Consequence of behavioural, Temporary Threshold Shift (TTS) and PTS effects at an individual and population level and
• The relative contribution of pile driving and vessel activity to disturbance effects. 

In order for these actions to be meaningful they will need to be scoped out in consultation with relevant Government advisory bodies, and undertaken by recognised industry experts, and outputs reviewed by a steering panel comprising experts from industry and Government.  Efforts should be made to seek opportunities to commence such studies as soon as practically possible so that the outputs can feed into Regulatory Guidance (see below).
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