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“A fully joined up and integrated approach, involving public sector bodies at national, 
regional and local level, will be necessary to address existing legitimate community 
concerns, and obstacles and delays that might hinder the achievement of low carbon 
targets for electricity generation. In particular, the expansion of renewable electricity 
and other forms of renewable energy raises issues of community engagement, 
participation and acceptance. While investment in infrastructure is an essential 
precondition for the expansion of renewable energy, community concerns have been 
raised in relation to the provision of this energy infrastructure. Effective community 
engagement is essential for building public confidence and will help Ireland achieve 
our transition to renewable electricity.” 
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IWEA’s 10 recommendations on Shared Ownership 
 
1 – In a competitive market for investment in Irish energy, there must be clear added value 
for all parties involved in shared ownership projects to support and encourage them in 
leading shared ownership as an approach  
 

2 – Existing renewable energy authorities and agencies need to be resourced by the State 
to provide independent support to interested communities  

 

3 –  Communities must be enabled to appoint a community project manager themselves to 
act as a lead point for engagement on shared ownership projects  
 
4 – Local Authorities should play an active role in planning and promoting shared 
ownership, ideally through a specific Renewable Energy Officer role  

 
5 – Investment risks must be clearly explained, understood and in as much as possible 
mitigated against  

 

6 – Existing wind energy development levies should be ring-fenced to empower local 
communities seeking a more active involvement in our low carbon transition  

 
7 – A register of independent and accredited advisors for communities to protect 
communities should be developed and maintained  

 
8 - Enterprise and investment agencies at state level should play a role in enabling access 
to innovative financing for shared ownership investments  
 

9 – Target and promote tax incentives for shared ownership investment by small scale 
investors. Examine proposals for use of local Post Office and Credit Unions as green 
investment aggregators for those wishing to invest in shared ownership opportunities, 
breathing new life into Post Offices and local Credit Union networks  
 

10 – Take forward shared ownership through a fact based multi-stakeholder forum with 
expert input  
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