
Cloosh Valley, Connemara

Galway Wind Park

Energising Communities



• Jointly developed by 

SSE Renewables and Coillte

• €280m investment

• Completed in October 2017

• 58 turbines

• 174 megawatts

• Enough power for 140,000 homes

• Offsets 220,000tCO2  each year

• Co-owned by SSE Renewables

and Greencoat Renewables

About Ireland’s largest wind farm…





Community Approach:
1. Consult early
2. Communicate often
3. Actively demonstrate benefits

• ‘Meet the Buyer’ event

• Project refinement

• Consultation events

• Local sponsorship



Communication

• Locally-based Community Liaison Officers

• Quarterly newsletters

• Dedicated project webpage

• Community information events

• Construction updates via local media

• All materials in English and as Gaeilge



Economic and Social Benefits

• Contributed €90m to Irish GDP

• €20m spent directly with local suppliers

• 63% of civil workers and 43% of grid 
workers from within 30km of site

• Over 100 local businesses involved

• €220,000 in local sponsorship

• Energy efficiency upgrades for local 
homes – over €400,000 invested





Community Fund

Designed in consultation with community.

Approximately €400,000 annually:

1. Local Fund

2. Major Projects Fund

3. Scholarship Fund

Focus on energy-efficiency, safety, 
sustainability, education and recreation.



Galway Wind Way
• Opened in October 2017

• Six recreational walking and cycling trails 
over 48km

• Approximately 1,000 visitors per month

• Designated buggy/wheelchair route

• Interpretive signage in English/as Gaeilge

• Educational tours



Imagine the oceans of 

opportunity ahead…



Thank You


