
Agenda

•Hosted by Deputy Catherine Martin of the Green Party

•10:30 - Dr David Connolly – CEO, Irish Wind Energy Association

•10:40 - Maria Ryan – Director of Development Ireland, SSE Renewables 

•10:50 - Martin Howley – Programme Manager, SEAI Energy Policy Statistical 

Support Unit 

•11:00 - Q&A

•12:00 – Close
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Ireland is 

now #1 in 

the World 

for 

Onshore 

Wind



2020 Framework 
was Good Value:

€1/person/year OR
€2/ton carbon
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https://iwea.com/images/files/baringa-wind-for-a-euro-report-january-2019.pdf


2030 Game Changer: 70% Renewable Electricity

Both Analyses Conclude it is

Cheaper

&

Cleaner

5

Requires:

8.2 GW Onshore (3.7 GW Today)

3.5 GW Offshore

https://iwea.com/policy/iwea-2030-energy-vision


• Independent Research (NUI Galway)

•250 surveys of people who live <4 km
from an existing onshore wind farm

•40 minutes with each person

•~80% people would keep the wind 
farm as long as there is sufficient 
engagement due to other benefits
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Majority of Onshore Wind Communities Support 

Wind, but We Need to Improve

Source: https://community.ieawind.org/iwern/home

https://community.ieawind.org/iwern/home


CLO Map?
Email: connect@iwea.com

mailto:connect@iwea.com


Community Engagement: A Step Change

• Defined Commitments to Engage at Various 
Stages of the Wind Farm’s Life:

– Pre-Planning

– Construction

– Operation

• Opportunity for Communities to Invest

• Five-Fold Increase in Community Benefit Funds:
– Approximately €250,000/turbine (site 

dependent)

– If 70% RES-E is delivered, it will result in ~€500 
million in direct community benefit
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New Wind Energy Guidelines

•Current guidelines from 2006. Industry has changed and 

sensible to update the guidelines.

•Concerns of communities must be addressed.

•But restricting wind energy makes it more difficult & more 

expensive to hit our climate change targets.

•Essential to strike a balance to deliver sensible, sustainable 

wind energy development.



Existing Wind Energy Guidelines

•(Joint) 2nd Strictest in Europe for Shadow Flicker

•4th Strictest in Europe for Noise



Offshore Wind – Ireland open for business?

• Huge potential for renewable energy, with estimated 

4-5000 MW of power off the east coast

• Floating turbine technology opening opportunities off 

our west and south coasts

• Potential 20,000 onshore/offshore jobs by 2040 (SEAI)

• Priorities:

– Marine Planning and Development Management Bill, 

(formerly known as the MAFA Bill)

– Secure access to grid connections

– RESS auctions up and running



We can deliver…

•Climate Action Plan Targets

• 8200 MW of onshore wind from current 3700 MW

• 3500 MW of offshore wind from current 25 MW

•We have the technology.

•We have the resources.

•We are a world leader in onshore wind energy.

•We need your support to make this happen.
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