Rialtas na hEireann
Government of Ireland

Integrated Forward Planning for Ireland’s Marine Area
— Developing the National Marine Planning Framework
(NMPF)



National Marine Planning Framework

What Is MSP?
Tool for rectifying spatial conflicts in maritime space
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A process that brings together multiple users of the ocean to
make Informed and coordinated decisions about how to use
marine resources sustainably.
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National Marine Planning Framework
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Driven by Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth (HOOW 2012) and EU
Directive 2014/89/EU. 0 | Emnie

National Marine
Planning Framework

Baseline Report

Minister for HP&LG Competent Authority — in line with terrestrial
planning responsibilities

Plan will apply to Ireland’s maritime area, including internal waters (sea
area), territorial seas, exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and continental

shelt. The maritime area comprises approx. 490,000 km2 and extends  S5555%
from mean high water mark at the coast seaward to in excess of 200 &= K
nautical miles in parts

Marine Plan for Ireland by March 2021 — a parallel to NPF
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National Marine Planning Framework What
will Ireland’s plan look like?
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NMPF In practice — basis for all decision-
making In marine regulation
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Agquaculture Renewable

. Energy
licence consent

Sea
Fisheries
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National Marine Planning Framework —where
are we now?

Stage Milestone Timeframe
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Activation Stage E=tablish and resource MSP function in Department Immediate — complete
of Housing, Planning and Local Government

Identify and initiote contoct with key stakeholders Mow — end 2017
Development Stage  Establish M5P Inter Agency Group End Movemnber 2017

National Marine
Planning Framework

Baseline Report

Develop rood map — Towards g Marine Spatial Plon Publish before end 2017

Initiate contact with broader external stakeholder o In writing before end 2017

group (eg. energy indusiry reps, fisheries, coastal o Regional workshop/stakehalder

communities etc)] fora (3] 2018

Prepare issues paper (this phase includes collection, o Publish September 2018

mapping and onalysis of doto on current conditions) T e e Rl e a ey

Prepare draft M5P {including Envirconmental o [o Minister/Government Q2 2019

Assessments] o 3 month consultation
Finalisation Stage Prepare final M5P (including Environmental e o Minister/Government

Assessments) Q2 2020

o Publish and notify Eurcpean
Commission — (23 2020

Implementation Implementation and review 2020 omwards
and Review Stage
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NMPF — Baseline Report —what?
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Flagged as ‘issues’ paper in MSP Roadmap — December 2017

National Marine
It sets out: Planning Framework

: : : . _ Baseline Report
* the policy, legislative and regulatory context for Marine Spatial
Planning;
» adescription of the “as is” situation in terms of existing sectoral
development and activities in Ireland’s maritime area;
* an initial elaboration of potential high level objectives; and
* A number of consultation questions or issues intended to prompt
discussion and consideration amongst stakeholders.
* Big questions include: To zone or not to zone (for ORE and others)?
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NMPF — Baseline Report — content

F d 3 4.0 Key Sectoral Activities 21 _
orewer ! 160  Nature Conservation 71
d 5.0 Aquaculture 22 T
1.0 |I'Itr'ﬂ-I:|l..IEtIl:.]-r'| o . 8 170  Ports, Harbours and Shipping 76
What is Marine Spatial Planning? = 6.0  Cultural Heritage and Assets 27 -
Benefits of Marine Planning 8 ) . 180  Seaweed Harvesting B3
o 70 Defence and Mational Security 33
What is this document for? 10 I 120  Telecommunications Cables B5
) - L = 8.0 Energy - Petroleum 36
Public Participation, Communication and Engagement 10 200 Tourism 87
Privacy Statement 11 90  Energy - Renewables 39
) 210 Sport and Recreation 21
Public Events 11 10.0 Energy - Transmission systems 44 o
. 220 Waste Water Treatment and Disposal 25
20 Our Ocean Wealth - Vision, Goals and Targets 13 110 Energy - Carbon Capture and Storage A8
_ o 23.0 Implementation of the National Marine Planning Framework o9
3.0 Marine Planning in Broader Context 14 12.0 Energy - Offshore Gas Storage 50 P £
EU Policy and Legal Framework 14 130 Fisheries oy 240 Consultation Issues 101
Mational Policy and Legal Framework 15 .
140 Marnne Aggregates &0
Linkage with Land Planning 17
Environmental Assessments 17 150 Marine Environment &3
Mational Regulatory Context 18
Mational Marine Planning Framework Adoption 18
Marine Consents and Licensing 18
Maritime Area and Foreshore (Amendment) Bill 19
Climate Changs 1%
BREXIT and Marine Planning 20
International Boundary Issues 20
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NMPF — Baseline Report —some key
guestions

» (draft) High Level Objectives — appropriate
palance of environmental, social, economic? v~

» Have we identified all uses / activities that need to Baseing Repert
be planned for? What have we missed?

» Climate change — how can we ensure that the
NMPF supports ambitious adaptation / mitigation
measures”?

* Transboundary issues In post-Brexit world.

» Spatial designation — zoning or not?
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NMPF — Baseline Report — spatial
designation

One of a broad range of management actions that may be utilised in marine planning and
management. It may be used for a range of purposes:
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«  To provide protection for biologically and ecologically important habitats, ecosystems, and

ecologlcal pProcesses; National Marine
. "0 spatially separate conflicting human activities or to co-locate compatible human activities; Planning Framework
«  To protect the natural values of the marine management area while allowing reasonable Baseline Report

human uses of the area;

 To allocate areas for reasonable human uses while minimizing the effects of these human
uses on each other and nature; and

To preserve some areas of the marine managed area in their natural state undisturbed by
humans except for scientific or educational purposes.

Zoning Is one of a range of ways to achieve objectives In marine planning. Varying views — pros
and cons...many examples already exist.

The final spatial designation product in a large multiple use maritime area will be the result of
compromise, accommodating a range of needs, interests, and political requirements.

Spatial designation is an integral part of all forward planning but it Is not simple!
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NMPF — baseline report consultation

Submissions received by fopic (%)
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B Marine Environment
® Ports and Shipping
“ Climate Action
B Nature Conservation
B Consenting systems
= ORE
Aqguaculture
Fisheries
Seaweed harvesting
“ Cultural Heritage



NMPF — baseline report consultation — spatial
designation

Response to zoning guestion

57 responses
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“ Zoning (sectoral)
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NMPF — Baseline Report — sample comments on

spatial designation / zoning

‘We cannot support a proscriptive zoning approach...support policy approach and mediated agreement of
sharing of spatial areas.”

“A mixture of Policy based and a Zoning approach will be required. Some areas are already naturally zoned.. .,
where other activities can be a policy based approach.”

Designate a ‘Coastal and Marine National Park to provide a stable setting for the existing economies of the area
and create new employment opportunities, therefore increasing the population of rural areas.”

"Zoning, or spatial allocation at sea for various activities, is likely to feature in some way In Irelands marine spatial
plan and that is to be welcomed, provided it takes account of a number of core issues.”

“We believe It is somewhere In between. Zoning was seen as a tool among others. For short term delineating of
a spawning or nesting area such MPA zoning is clear cut and beneficial.”
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NMPF — next steps

» Detalled analysis of submissions received (underway).
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 Discussion with relevant Departments — bilaterally, through IDG etc.

(Immediate) — tell us what you want / expect from the plan, having viewed S i

relevant submissions / international examples. Planning Framework

Baseline Report

» Agree broad approach(es) — commence drafting (Q1).
* Present to Advisory Group / Government (end Q2).

* Publish draft NMPF-.
« SEA/AA commencing in parallel.

Get in touch — msp@housing.gov.ie / YW@MSP_lIreland
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