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Policy Enablers for Wind Energy in Ireland
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1. Wind Energy Guidelines (WEGs)
- SK Analysis of Draft Noise WEGs

- 20% curtailment required to comply with interpretation of noise guidance in PDA  for 

a site that requires no curtailment today

- Effectively 1.6km setback required to ensure zero curtailment for Draft WEGs

- From discussions in the industry and based on analysis the WHO recommendations 

of 45dBLden can be met with a fixed upper limit of 43dBLA90. 

- Setback proposals in Draft WEGs

- 4 times tip height setback sending wrong signals to industry when seeking to drive 

down CoE

- Turbine suppliers not focussed on CoE measures for smaller turbines (>100m rotors)

- Issues with repowering sites 
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1. Wind Energy Guidelines – CoE
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 Issues with Local County 

Development Plans in relation to 

- (1) some local councillors using 

County Development Plans to prohibit 

wind development.

- Judicial reviews of CDP’s in Donegal 

(x2) and Laois. 

- (2) LA’s have used LARES 

methodology from SEAI to implement 

Renewable Energy Strategies, 

however LARES does not contain 

specify a landscape sensitivity 

classification

 Good Progress on REPDF & 

Regional Planning
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2. Regional Planning Vs Local Planning
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3. Planning System
 A developer seeks two main things from a planning system 

- 1. Consistency

- 2. Certainty of Timing 

 Local Authorities are bound by statutory timelines to decide cases but large 

descripancy in timings of An Bord Pleanala Planning Decisions.

- Can take 6 months or 2 years for wind farm decisions

 Longer timeline, can lead to:

- Changes in development strategy or County Development Plans not being able to be 

incorporated into projects.

- Issues with adequacy of assessments and JR

- Difficulty planning a development business with this uncertainty
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3. Planning System

8



3. Planning System
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3. Planning System
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