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Ireland is now 
#1 for Onshore 

Wind

3



But At least 200 MW of this is now very unlikely by 2020
So max for 2020 is ~4200 MW
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Total 
Installed

Total in 
Category

Number of 
Projects

Investment Non-
Compliance 

Costs

Jobs CO2 % RES-E % RES

MW MW Million Euro Million Euro tCO2/year

End 2017 3225

Low Risk Projects 2018 3725 500 >20 1000 95 750 659,236 4.2% 1.0%

Low Risk Projects 2019 4000 275 6 550 52 413 362,580 2.3% 0.5%

Medium Risk Projects 4100 100 4 200 19 150 131,847 0.8% 0.2%

High Risk Projects 4400 300 13 600 57 450 395,542 2.5% 0.6%

Total for All Projects 1175 >43 2350 224 1763 1,549,204 10% 2%

Total REFIT Pipeline ~4400 MW



REFIT Grace Period Request Declined

• Request:
◦ Extend the ‘energisation date’ for REFIT2 projects from 31st

March 2020 to the end of 2020

• Justification:
◦ All projects connected in 2020 count towards the targets
◦ Would result in Ireland meeting its 2020 renewable electricity 

target (SEAI latest forecast indicate a shortfall)

•Declined due to:
◦ Previous extension provided
◦ Not all delays deemed grid related
◦ Better value with RESS and Corporate PPAs
◦ Lower value of 2020 vs. 2019 contribution to target
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We are now ~1 year away from the 
end of Ireland’s most successful 
renewable policy framework to date

Wind Industry 2020

Target: 
40% RES-E

Financing: 
REFIT

Grid:
Gate 3

Planning: 
WEGs 
2006

17 April 2018 6



2020 Framework 
was Good Value:

€1/person/year OR
€2/ton carbon
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https://iwea.com/images/files/baringa-wind-for-a-euro-report-january-2019.pdf


All Efforts Now on 2030 
Policy Framework
ANOTHER DECADE OF GROWTH IS AHEAD OF US



Pillars of Wind Industry: 2030

Policy to Support Wind Energy to 2030

Target: 
32% RES/ 
70% RES-E

Financing: 
RESS / 

Corporate 
PPAs

Grid:
ECP

Planning: 
WEGs 
2018/ 
MAFA

17 April 2018 9



Target = Volume

• First Draft of NECP released in Dec with 55% 
RES-E target but good news on volumes:
◦ Proposes 6500-7000 MW onshore and 1800 MW 

offshore by 2030
◦ IWEA key response was request for 70by30 – target 

supported by all renewable associations

• Reports suggest that 70by30 will be one of the 
recommendations from the Climate Action 
Committee (a question for Session 2 
tomorrow!)

https://iwea.com/images/files/iwea-necp-first-draft-consultation-submission.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/climate-action-committee-makes-progress-on-decarbonisation-1.3809940#.XHu3G34nY7Z.linkedin
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/climate-action-committee-makes-progress-on-decarbonisation-1.3809940#.XHu3G34nY7Z.linkedin


Plans Plans Plans

•Climate Action Committee
◦ Due mid March (70by30?)

• ‘All of Government’ Plan
◦ Due end of March

•NECP:
◦ See timeline
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Renewable Electricity Support 
Scheme (RESS)
IWEA

•We have formalised positions on RESS1 
fundamental principles, led by Markets 
Committee:

◦ Price certainty; duration; risks; revenue stacking; 
delivery dates

•Now formalising more complex IWEA positions 
for auction design: qualification criteria; 
intervention levers; volumes/timings

•COMMUNITY: IWEA is working on proposals 
for engagement, benefit, and shared 
investment

TIMING

•No clear timelines from DCCAE for publication 
of Detailed Design – expected after the All of 
Government Plan, which would suggest at 
least April

•DCCAE still aiming for RESS 1 to take place 
before the end of the year (State Aid?)

•Session 3:



Grid Connections: ECP
(January Policy Forum)

ECP1 – ONLY 580 MW WIND ECP2 – WORK UNDERWAY IN CRU

•CRU starting work on ECP-2

•IWEA has created a paper with our short and 
medium term priorities (Grid Committee)

•Stresses the need for a batch in 2020 – to avoid 
lengthy consultation proposed to use ECP-1 
“batch 2”

•Short term priorities: prioritisation of 
renewables, prioritisation criteria for onshore to 
be date of planning grant, capacity handback, 
facilitating offshore, suggested batch size, 
community renewables

https://iwea.com/policy/iwea-policy-forums


Wind Energy Guidelines
(Will be in Session 4)  

• Expected out very soon for consultation (within weeks)

• Most likely in line with ‘Preferred Draft Approach’ from June 
2017

• Delayed by World Health Organisation (WHO) noise 
guidelines released in October 2018 – recommends <45bDLden

• IWEA Planning Committee is trying to assess the impact on:
◦ Curtailment

◦ Cost to the consumer

◦ Potential for future onshore wind

• Essential to account for balance between comfort of near 
neighbours and national decarbonisation objectives
◦ 75% of people living <4 km wind farms supportive (NUIG research)

https://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/guidelines/wind-energy/coveney-and-naughten-announce-key-development-review-wind-energy-development-guidelines
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/383921/noise-guidelines-eng.pdf?ua=1


New Report Available Today
(Session 4)
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Planning for Offshore – MAFA/Grid
(and more in Session 1 tomorrow)
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•Key Benefits in Ireland

Large Sea Area/Potential

High Wind Speeds

High Capacity Factors

Sites Located Close to Shore

EU Benefits from Irish Location



Rates

• IWEA recently met with Valuation Office

• Commissioner will consider an IWEA proposal for a 
methodology that could be applied for wind farm rates

• Currently being prepared by Rates Working Group in 
the Asset Management Committee:
◦ Will be arranging a Rates workshop for all members who 

want to attend – contact ross@iwea.com to attend

mailto:ross@iwea.com


Pillars of Wind Industry: 2030

Policy to Support Wind Energy to 2030

Target: 
32% RES/ 
70% RES-E

Financing: 
RESS / 

Corporate 
PPAs

Grid:
ECP

Planning: 
WEGs 
2018/ 
MAFA

17 April 2018 18



Thank You
• Speakers

• Sponsors

• Exhibitors

• Delegates

• IWEA Council & Directors 

• IWEA Chairs

• IWEA Members

• IWEA Staff
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